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CyiiecTByeT pacTyllee NOHUMAHUE CPEAN YYEHBIX, IOJIMTHKOB M IPOCTBIX JIIOAEH BO MHOTHX
CTpaHaX MHpA, YTO MECTHBIE U PETHOHAJIBHBIE ACHEKTHl OKPY)KAIOLIEH Cpelbl MMEIOT OrpOMHOE
3HAYEHHWE B OXpaHe MPUPOIHBIX PECypcoB Mupa. MbI MoXeM HepedpazupoBaTh H3BECTHOE
BBICKa3bIBaHNE, KOTOPOE 3HAIU €IIE B ILIKOJIE «IyMaTh IJI00aIbHO, a JEHCTBOBAThH JOKaIbHO». Ha
CaMoM ke Jielie He0OXOMMO TyMaTh JIOKATBHO, a JeHCTBOBAThH Iio0anbHO. Henp3s 3a0pIBaTh O TOM,
YTO y HacC, y BCEX OJHA IUIAHETA M BCE MBI 3aBUCUM JIPYT OT JpYyra B 3TOM OYEHb B3aUMOCBS3aHHOM
mupe. HUKTO M3 Hac HE MOXET 4YyBCTBOBaTh CeOsl 3alUILEHHBIM IOKa B MHpPE CYIIECTBYET
CaMO/IOBJICIOIIIEE AHTPOIIOTEHHOE BO3/IEHCTBHE.

Hacrosimee coBelanue NpHU3BaHO OCBETMTh AHTPOIOIEHHBIE ACHEKThl M3MEHEHUS KiMMara U
OKpyKaroliel cpenpl B pernoHax LleHTpanbHON A3MM M MOKa3aTh pacTyllee MOHMMAaHWE CYIHOCTU
B3aMMOCBSI3aHHBIX IIPOIIECCOB INI00ATBHOTO U JOKAIBHOTO MAcCIITA0O0B.

Cogermmanne 0b110 oprannzoBano ['ocynapcTBeHHBIM YHHBepcuTeToM ['paun Bammu B mae 2004
roza B mrare Muuuran CILA, koTopoe coOpaio y4eHBIX CO BCEro MHUpa isi 00CYKACHHS KPUTHYECKOM
CUTYallUM B PErMOHE, OOMEHa OIBITOM M PE3yNbTaTaMH HCCIEIOBAaHUM, a TaK K€ JUIl OOCYKICHHS
BO3MOXKHOTO B OYJIyIlleM COTPYIHHYECTBA B LEJSIX PEIICHHUs SKOJIOTHUYECKOTo Kpu3uca B LIeHTpanbHOi
Azun.

Jloknmaapl coBeIlaHusi OBbUTM pPa3sHOOOPA3HOTO M MEXIHMCLMILIMHAPHOTO XapakTepa, C y4acTHEM
IIpEJICTaBUTENENH BCEX CTpaH LEeHTpalbHOW Asum ot Typuuu no Monroauun, ot Poccum 1o
Adranucrana, u3 MectHoro YHuuBepcurera Mwuuuran (CIIA), MockoBckoro ['ocyHuBepcurera
(Poccus), Ipukacnmiickoro uHctutyra 6uonornueckux pecypcoB JIHI[ PAH (Poccust), Mucturyra
aTOMHOM ()M3MKM HAIMOHAJIBHOTO Hay4yHOro neHtrpa Kasaxcrana, ['mapomereoposiorHueckoro
MHCTUTYTa Y30ekucraHa, CamapKaHJICKOTO yHHMBepcuteTa, YHuBepcutera ben-I'ypuon (M3panis),
VYuusepcurera mrata Hebpacka (CHIA), Yuuepcurtera mrata Mummana (CHIA), HITtyrraprckoro
Vuusepcurera (I'epmanust). KimroueBbIMM JOKIaTIMKAMU KOH(EPEHIIMM BBICTYIIMIIM 3aCTy)KCHHBIH
npocgeccop poktop Oumun MukimmH, u3 reorpaguueckoro GpakyinpTeTa MUYUraHCKOTO Y HUBEPCUTETA,
noktop I'epman Kyct 3amectutens mupexkropa WHcturyra nousoBenenuss PAH, MI'Y u npyrue
IIPU3HAHHBIE ClIeUaNNUCThl U3 LleHTpanbHOM A3uH.

3a KpYIabIM CTOJIOM YY€HBIE CO BCEr0 MHUpa OOMEHUBAJIUCh MHEHUSMH, JEIHMINCh CBOUMH
OTKPBITHAMH, HIeIMH, 3200TaMHU U TIaHaMu Ha Oyxymee crpaH LleHTpansHO Asum. bputo nmpuHATO
o0lIIee cornameHue Y9acTHUKOB, IJIeé OTMEUeHAa HEOOXOIUMOCTh NMPHBJICYEHHS BHUMAHHS MHPOBOTO
coo0I11eCTBa JJIsI pELIEHHs MIPEICTOSIINX BOIIPOCOB HA JIOKATBHOM M PETHOHAJIBHOM YPOBHSIX.

Msbl oueHb paabl U TOPAMMCS TEM, YTO BBIOOpP JIYYIIMX JOKJIAJOB IPEICTABICHHBIX Ha
KOH(epeHIIMH, OCYIIECTBICH HaMM Uil MyONuKaiuu B MEXIyHapOJHOM >KypHalle «ApuaHbIC
HKOCHCTEMBD». XOTeNoch Obl MOOIArolapuTh BCEX YYEHBIX, 0€3 MOMOIIM KOTOPHIX MbI HE CMOITIH Obl
OpraHu30BaTh KOH(PEPEHIMIO U U3/IaTh CIICHMAIbHbIA HOMEP KypHaa «ApPHUIHbIE SKOCHCTEMbDY:

Kun M. Ma, Poii Koy, Yaumu Yauuep, [pucimmna Kumboko, Dpuka Kunr, I'eitn Jleuc, Banepwuii
Heponos, Maiikn I'nsui, 3anmubex 3anubexoB, Hurna HosukoBa, @unun Mukmus, 'epman Kycr,
Pammn Kynmatos, Jleon ITanmep, [xoii Kanmn, Cunau 3enep, Aprem Epmuiios, a tak sxe dakynprer



6 JIIOBMMIIEBA

I'ocynapcrBenHoro ynuBepcurtera ['pann Bannu, a nune npemnogaBartenieil U CTyJEHTOB,
KOTOpbIe paboTanu co MHOM Haj npoektoM. Enena Jlrooumuesa, [Ipencenarens
OpraHu3alMOHHOTO  KOoMHTeTa [lepBOro  MEXIyHApOJHOTO  COBEIIAHUS
«AHTPOTIOTCHHBIC ACTIEKThI M3MEHEHUI KJIMMaTa U OKpYXKaromiei cpesl ¢ LlenTpanbHoit A3uny.

VYyactauku [TepBoro MexayHapoJHOTO COBEIIaHMs «AHTPOTIOT€HHBIE ACTIEKThI N3MEHEHHUN
KJIMMaTa U OKpy»Karoliei cpesl B LleHTpanbsHoi A3umy.
CneBa nHanpaBo nepsbiit psan: J>xasnat HypOaes, Enena JlrobumueBa, 3annbex 3anndexkos, Kun
Ma, Otem Kapakas, Myxrap Haceipo, Mensun Hocyn, Heiin beumen, Poit Koyir;
Bropoi psl: @unmun Muknun. Junsp Katomos, Papuk Kemasxu, Pamna Kynmatos, Kyar6ei
bekremupos, JItok Ilotocku, FOunen bampskapran; .
Tpetuii psan: Aprem Epmunos, I'epman Kycr.
Participants of the First International Workshop on the Human Dimensions of Climate and
Environmental Change in Central Asia.
Row 1 left to right: Dr. Djavdat Nurbatv, Dr. Elena Lioubimtseva (Conference Chair), Dr. Zalibek
Zalibekov, Mr. Kin Ma, Dr. Etem Karakaya, Dr. Muhtor Nasyrov, Dr. Melvin Northup. Mr. Neil
Bestman, Dr. Roy Cofe;
Row 2 left to right: Or. Philip Micklin, Mr, Dilyor Kayumov, Dr. Rafique Keshavjee, Dr. Rash id
Kulmatov, Mr. Kuatbay Bektemirov, Mr. Luke Potoski, Dr. Yunden Bayarjargal;

Row .3 from left to right: Dr. Artem Yermilov, Dr. German Kust.
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ABOUT THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP ON THE HUMAN DIMENSION OF
CLIMATE AND ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGE
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Geography and Planning Department, Grand Valley State University
1150 Au Sable Hall, 1 Campus Drike
Allendale, MI 49401, USA

There is a growing understanding among scientists, politicians and even general public in
many parts of the world that local or regional environmental issues do have profound and
irreversible implications at the global scale. We can very safely rephrase the popular slogan that
we all learned in school: "think globally - act locally" into something we can much easier
embrace: "think locally - act globally". We all have only one planet, we all depend on each
other in this extremely interconnected world, and none of us can feel safe and happy while about
every single place in this world is affected by human-induced environmental change.

The first international workshop on Human Dimensions of Climate and Environmental
Change in Central Asia well exemplifies this growing understanding of strong relationships
between global and local environmental issues and concerns. This conference was initiated
by Grand Valley State University (USA) Geography and Planning Department in May 21-22,
2004 in Grand Rapids, Michigan, as a way to bring together scholars from all over the world to
West Michigan to share research results, ongoing projects, and to chart a course for future
collaboration to help resolve the environmental crisis in Central Asia.

Papers presented at the conference were diverse, reflecting the interdisciplinary nature of
the conference and geographically the nationalities of the presenters represented a broad swath of
Asia from Turkey to Mongolia and from Russia to Afghanistan. Researchers, professors and
graduate students from Grand Valley State University (USA), Moscow State University
(Russia), Caspian Institute of Biological Resources, Dagestan Scientific Centre of the Russian
Academy of Sciences, Institute of Nuclear Physics of the National Nuclear Center
(Kazakhstan), Central Asian Research Hydrometeorological Institute (Uzbekistan), Termez
University (Uzbekistan), Samarkand University (Uzbekistan), Ben Gurion University (Israel),
University of Nebraska (USA), Michigan State University (USA), University of Indiana
(USA), Stuttgart University (Germany) were among the presenters. Keynote speakers were Dr.
Philip Micklin, Professor Emeritus of Geography at Western Michigan University and
internationally recognized specialist on Central Asian environments and Dr. German Kust, Vice-
Director of the Soil Research Institute of the Russian Academy of Sciences and Moscow State
University.

In the round-table discussions scientists from all over the world shared their findings,
ideas, concerns and plans for future research in the Central Asia region. There was a general
agreement among the participants that environmental situation in Central Asia requires attention
of the global community and cannot be addressed solely at the local or regional scales.

We are very happy and honored that the selection of the best papers, presented at the
first HDCECCA Conference is now published by Arid Ecosystems - an interdisciplinary
international peer-reviewed journal with a great record of scholarly publication on arid
environments of the World.

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to all people without whose help we would
never be able to organize the first HDCECCA conference and publish this special issue: Kin
Ma, Roy Cole, Wendy Wenner, Priscilla Kimboko, Erika King, Gayle Davis, Valery Neronov,
Michael Glantz, Zalibek Zalibekov, Nina Novikova, Philip Micklin, German Kust, Rashid
Kulmatov, Leon Palmer, Joe Kalee, Cindy Zehner, Artem Yermilov as well as many GVSU
faculty, staff members and students who have worked with me on this project.

Elena Lioubimtseva, Chair of the HDCECCA Planning Committee.
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